Objectives: To develop orally-administered analgesics and locally-injected pharmacopuncture analgesics, such as opioids. Methods: A literary investigation of the origin of the poppy (Papaver somniferum L) and other narcotics was conducted to examine the potential of developing useful oral analgesics and injectable pharmacopuncture analgesics. Opium, a gum-like mass derived from the air-dried white fluid of the immature poppy fruit, contains ca. 20 types of alkaloids, including morphine, codeine, thebaine, and papaverine. Natural opioids and synthetic alkaloid derivatives are the constituents of opioid analgesics, and their effects and side effects depend on the peculiarities of specific receptors. Extreme caution is required in selecting proper dosage, the appropriate analgesic type, and the indications for successful pain management.
